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BOATS test

Haines
42
Elegance
Follow in our couple’s French footsteps on this craft
MONTHLY

designed for long-distance cruising From £259,948

Carl says...

For exploring the canals and rivers
of Europe, the Elegance 42 is
easy to be aboard, brilliant value
and very difficult to beat
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F

amily-run boatbuilder
Haines is well-known for
its semi-bespoke cruisers,
but it also has a history of
building craft for the
European hireboat market. Add the
two together and you get the
Elegance, a 42ft craft that gathers up
all the design and dimensional
necessities you need for easy inland
cruising and adds a heavy dose of
typical Haines build quality.
Talking to Justin Haines, son, heir
and the man responsible for the
design and production of every
Haines model, it’s clear he is very

proud of this boat. “I don’t think you
will find a better-value boat,” he
beams. Walking around the
Elegance it’s hard to argue with him.
It’s huge in every department, apart
from price. Devoid of the kind of
diesel horsepower most 40-footers
carry, this inland specialist comes in
at under £260,000. That’s 35ft money
for most cruisers.
Against this obvious value for
money is the inarguable fact that

“

this is a river-only boat armed with
a single, hydraulically driven 60hp
to 115hp diesel engine. There is
plenty of hireboat DNA lurking
behind all that smoked glass too.
But if you can get your head around
that fact, the common sense of this
boat starts up again.
The build quality is as good as any
coastal cruiser; there are no flexing
decks or flimsy fittings here. And all
that solidity and a useful near 3ft of

You can have the interior
pretty much how you like it

”
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draught mean that, in favourable
conditions, there is enough
substance to punch across the
Channel at around six knots. Once
there, this boat will really come into
its own on the hundreds of miles of
canals and rivers that await.

Internal affairs
The layout of the test boat is unusual
in that it includes two cabins aft – a
cosy double-berth guest cabin
ahead of a large master suite – with
a ship-like companionway linking
them. The rest of the boat is more
conventional, with a large saloon
leading down to the galley, a roomy
toilet and shower compartment and
forward VIP cabin.
But the point here is that you can
have the interior pretty much any
way you like it. Need more cabins?
You can have four. Can’t bear the
idea of people coming over and
Easy-access side decks and support rail
Centrally positioned helm under protective bimini
ruining your continental dream?
Then just have one and build in an
office or a dining area or a TV den.
The hydraulic drive allows shaftdrive
simplicity while sticking the engine
right aft, leaving the rest of the hull
free for accommodation.
The whole idea of the Elegance is
to suit your inland cruising needs,
and Haines’s bespoke boatbuilding
style is ready and able to realise
them. One of Haines’s strengths
is its woodwork, which
mixes traditional solidity with
contemporary flair. The test boat
Access steps to aft deck
The bathing platform
Wet-bar, with sink and built-in refrigerator
comes with light walnut cabinetry
and Amtico flooring, but you can
it’s hard to argue the extra cost when
LED lighting throughout the boat
Added to all that care and
opt for cherry or oak. The hands-on
reduces the draw on the 12v system, the standard set-up works so well.
attention is a specification focused
Haines approach even extends
Outside, life revolves around the
as does a gas-powered galley.
on liveaboard life. A 2kw inverter is
down to the cushions, which were
long sweep of upper deck that lives
Heating and a 200lt fridge freezer
backed up by four 110ah batteries
made up by Justin’s wife, Suzi.
within the profile of the
are also included. You can opt for a
and a big
generator and all-electric galley but superstructure with very little
alternator.
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One of Haines’s strengths is its woodwork, as seen here in the saloon

lift, keeping the boat’s air draught to
a low profile 9ft 6in. Up top there is a
two-person helm, a large dinette
and a wet-bar. It’s all very simple
and straightforward, the sort of boat
that will require very little looking
after to keep clean and tidy.
From the aft deck there are some

easy steps down to a tiered bathing
platform, the only moot point here
being whether some sort of private
deck access could have been
worked in for the master cabin.
The push to maximise interior
volume means that, as is often the
way with riverboats, little width is

One of two aft cabins linked by a companionway

left for side decks, and what there is
is left open with no outboard
guardrails; general inland thinking
has it that riverboaters need to do a
lot of jumping on and off for locks
and moorings and that stanchions
would simply get in the way, but
we’re not sure if this is true.

Toilet and shower compartment

Underway
The Elegance offers up plenty of
slab-sided GRP for the wind to catch,
not great for slow and close-quarter
manoeuvring. But the ride quality is
regal, tracking easily with no need
for helm correction. The smoothness
of the boat is in part down to that
hydraulic drive system, which
delivers masses of endless oomph
for the bow and stern thrusters.
Even in a crosswind, it is the easiest
boat to nudge around a marina. Just
keep the revs low as, if it gets some
momentum up, you need to book
an appointment with reverse gear
to stop the boat. As with many
single-engine craft it will also kick to
port when going astern, so keep the
wheel centred and use the thrusters
to guide the hull back.
After spending a few days
mooching around the Broads, we
left the Elegance feeling a whole lot
more relaxed than when we found
it. This is a stupidly easy boat to be
aboard and one that offers serious
riverboaters an incredibly
accommodating base from which
to explore the canals and
rivers of Europe.

SPECIFICATION

The U-shaped galley is well proportioned and well designed
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The mid cabin can be put to a variety of uses

LOA
42ft 6in (12.95m)
Beam
12ft 9in (3.89m)
ENGINE OPTIONS Nanni 60hp-115hp
– all hydraulic drive
AIR DRAUGHT
9ft 8in (2.95m)
DRAUGHT
2ft 8in (0.81m)
PRICE
From £259,948 inc VAT
ENQUIRIES
Haines
Tel: 01692 582180
www.hainesmarine.co.uk
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