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Haines 32 
A day trip along the Suffolk coast proves the perfect testing ground for  

this lovingly crafted Offshore version of the popular original 
Text: Jack Haines Photos: Lester McCarthy
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 T
he East Coast tends to get some unfair press as 
a boating destination; yes the water is brown, 
the North Sea can be seriously cranky and this 
particular section of the Suffolk coastline may 
not have the plethora of perfectly formed 
cruising destinations that boaters in the 
Solent and West Country are blessed with, 
but when the weather is right it has an 

unshakeable charm all of its own.
The day of our test was just one of those days. The weather gods had 

rolled out the red carpet for us and the Haines 32 Offshore that we 
had travelled to Lowestoft to sea trial. The sun was blazing, wind light, 
North Sea subdued and the water was even trying its best not to be 
quite such a deep shade of brown. Our plan was to head an hour due 
south to Southwold for fi sh ’n’ chips to mimic the exact sort of trip the 
owner of a 32 might do and get a feel for how she works.

The Haines 32 started life as an inland craft but customer 
demand for a boat of a similar style that could handle sea passages 
resulted in this Offshore version. To ease the transition, Haines 
employed the services of Andrew Wolstenholme to design a new 
hull that could handle the increased speeds of coastal cruising as well 
as the lumps and bumps. 

Our test boat was fi tted with a 
single Nanni T4 270hp diesel engine 
but buyers can choose from a long 
menu of engine manufacturers as 
well as single or twin installations. 
The 270hp Nanni is the largest single 
motor and a pair of Yanmar 4BY 
180s are the biggest twins. 

Heading out of Lowestoft in the 
shadow of our rather spectacular 

The helm station is 
fi nished in classy 

materials and a 
paragon of clarity

The sunroof was 
manual on test but you 
can have an electric 
one if you want

The builders’ plate 
includes the names of 
those who physically 
built the boat 

Edging out of Lowestoft: 
the slow speed handling 
is aided by the 32’s 
stubby keel 
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Sunseeker Predator 62 photo boat you 
begin to see the 32’s couple-friendly focus 
working its magic. Single-level living is key 
to the boat’s charms – people who buy this 
don’t want to have to scale stairs to a 
fl ybridge or move up and down lots of 
levels in the interior; on the 32 your living 
spaces are all on one deck. 

IDEAL HELM SPACE
From the helm you can easily keep track of 
where your crew are at all times and thanks 
to a simple sliding side window 
communication up to the bow is very easy. 

The helm on the 32 occupies interior 
space and in doing so needs to strike a 
balance between being practical and 
ergonomically sound, but at the same time 
not gobble up prized space inside a boat 
that is only 32ft long. Haines has got it just 
right; the helm does its job perfectly yet it 
doesn’t dominate the area. It looks and 
feels fantastic thanks to a mix of smart 
woodwork, plush leather and brushed metal. There isn’t a hint 
of fi breglass here, it is all top quality materials and a sensible 
layout with easy access to the chartplotter and a clear view of 
the major engine dials.

The helm seat, which is mounted on a stainless-steel pedestal as 
thick as a telegraph pole, lowers and swivels so that it can face the 
dinette table. On the subject of clever seats, the inboard section of 
the dinette is mounted on a sliding track so it can move all the way 
aft to become a couple’s seat overlooking the cockpit or it can move 
completely forward and the backrest 
fl ipped over so that it becomes a navigator 
bench. To add even more versatility to the 
dinette you can spec a sofa bed to give you 
two ad hoc berths, which could be 
particularly useful if you opt for the galley 
down, single-cabin arrangement. 

Out of Lowestoft we fi ltered into the channel and pointed south with 
Southwold in our sights. Opening up the 270hp Nanni didn’t 
produce a huge amount of drama, the 32 just began to push through 
the water at a slightly faster rate, soaking up any waves that did come 
our way in an unfl ustered manner typical of a Wolstenholme design. 

The hull shape is described as planing but with a stubby keel at its 
core, the feeling on the water is one of a semi-displacement shape, 
where you push through water as opposed to skimming over it. It 
doesn’t take long behind the wheel to clock that with this particular 

engine setup the most comfortable cruising speed is 

THE DATA
SPECIFICATIONS
LENGTH OVERALL 
32ft (9.75m)
BEAM 11ft 6in (3.51m)
FUEL CAPACITY
100 imp gal (455 litres) 
WATER CAPACITY 
55 imp gal (250 litres)
DRAUGHT
2ft 8in (0.81m)
RCD CATEGORY 
B (for 8 people)
DESIGNERS 
Haines and Andrew 
Wolstenholme
DISPLACEMENT 
6.25 tonnes

We recorded a two-way 
top speed of 17.8 knots 
during the sea trial 

A compact galley but one 
that is very well designed 

and practical to use 

It looks and feels fantastic thanks to 
a mix of smart woodwork, plush 
leather and brushed metal
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Good headroom in the 
master cabin and a very 
comfortable mattress 

Clever folding doors and a 
sliding dinette bench make 
the most of the deck space

This attitude to boatbuilding 
and the personal touches are 
what set the Haines apart

around 14 knots, where the motor is pulling around 3,000rpm. Top 
speed in our two-way runs averaged out at just under 18 knots but 
the engine felt much more comfortable lower down the rev range 
and the sound levels (in the cockpit especially) refl ect this.

Although we didn’t get the opportunity to test this boat with twin 
engines my suspicion is that if you are the type of person who wants 
to cruise at 18 knots then you would be best to opt for the extra 

power of the Yanmar twin 
installation, which Haines says 
will top out at around 20 knots. 

We drew the throttle back to 
15 knots, fl ipped the manual 

sunroof back, dropped the side window and settled in for the 
remainder of the journey south. Soon the charming pier and brightly 
painted beach huts of Southwold appeared off the starboard beam, 
with the glistening lighthouse looming large overhead. 

A narrow channel leads into Southwold harbour where networks 
of rickety piers either side provide a place for the local fi shing 
fl eet to tie alongside. Vocal seagulls wheeled above us hopeful of 
some scraps yet unable to gauge the unlikelihood of fi sh guts 
emerging from the cockpit of a brand new Haines, or a 62ft 
Sunseeker for that matter. 

We tied up to the visitors’ pontoon and opened up the cockpit 
doors on the Haines to give us one giant indoor/outdoor living 
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THE DATA
MBY FIGURES ECO     FAST  MAX
RPM 2,100 2,300 2,500 2,700 2,900 3,100 3,300 3,500
Speed 81 9.2 10.0 10.7 12.2 14.2 16.3 17.8
LPH 13.1 17.1 21.4 26.9 32.1 38.3 43.9 54.4
GPH 2.9 3.8 4.7 5.9 7.1 8.4 9.7 12.0
MPG 2.81 2.45 2.12 1.81 1.72 1.69 1.69 1.49
Range 225 196 170 145 138 135 135 119

SOUND LEVELS dB(A)

Cockpit 76 77 80 83 82 83 90 91
Helm 69 70 74 75 75 76 78 79
Saloon 71 72 75 77 80 81 83 83 

Speed in knots. GPH & MPG figures use imperial gallons. Range in nautical miles and allows for 20% reserve. 
Calculated figures based on readings from onboard fuel gauge, your figures may vary considerably. All prices exclude 
UK VAT. 50% fuel, 80% water, 7 crew + safety stores + liferafts but no tenders or cruising stores, 15ºC air temp, 2/3ft 
chop/swell, F3/4 for speed trials.

No separate shower stall 
but the heads is fi nished 
to a very high standard 

Access to the engine is 
through a hatch in the 
saloon fl oor

The 32 Offshore pushes 
through the water as it 
passes the beach huts 

of Southwold 
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space. The doors themselves are worth 
a mention because they are a fantastic 
piece of design. The fact that they were 
sourced in Germany gives you an idea 
of how badly Haines wanted them, 
bearing in mind that the company 
always tries to use British suppliers 
wherever possible and specifi cally those 
based in Norfolk. The doors split into 
three separate panes to fold fl ush on 
the port side of the wheelhouse 
structure and then swing individually 

into the door frame 
and slide so you can 
make the saloon feel as 
open or enclosed as you 
like. They are also light 
as a feather and 
beautifully engineered, 
much like the rest of 
the boat. 

With these doors 
wide open and a small 
ledge to negotiate at the 
threshold of the saloon 
to adhere to the 
Recreational Craft 
Directive you can come 
and go with ease 
between the shelter of 
the saloon and 
exposure of the cockpit. 

The galley on this example was located down a level and designed in 
a safe, U-shaped layout so you could pin yourself in on the move. It’s 
not the biggest galley but it is littered with practical details such 
as thick, fi ddled edges and bespoke storage for cutlery and crockery. 
The Avonite top adds some class and the handmade spice rack 
bolsters the home-from-home feeling. 

If you opt to have the second bunk-bed cabin, the galley moves up 
into the saloon where it is likely to be smaller and less practical but 
the pay off is a proper two cabin boat. 

After a waterside pub lunch of delicious local seafood and a pint of 
Adnams it was time to head back to the boats and soak up some of 
Costa del Suffolks’s late afternoon sun. Sitting in the cockpit you begin 
to take in some of the handmade detailing that makes the 32 feel 
such a special little thing: the fl awless woodwork throughout the 
interior, the satisfying clunk of the cabin doors and the beautifully 
smooth storage voids. The wall sockets are fi nished with chrome 
fascias, there is a neat storage slot whittled out of the sideboard next 
to your helm just the right size for a mobile phone, a top end Techma 
toilet and my favourite detail, a subtle brass builders’ plate on the 
inside of a cupboard in the saloon with the boat’s build number 
on it as well as the names of the team involved in crafting your boat. 
Hats off to Kevin, Adrian, Simon, James and Daniel for the one you 
see in these pictures.

This handbuilt approach and the personal touches are what set the 
Haines 32 Offshore apart from the competition. Most 30ft motor 
boats are mass produced, and very good at what they do, but to get 
something that has been so lovingly crafted and on which you can so 
easily make your mark as a customer would normally set you back 
seven fi gures and be twice the size.

VERDICT 
Although at the higher end of the price range for a boat of this 
length, considering the work that goes into it the 32 is still reasonably 
good value for money. Our test boat came in at just over £210,000 
with a decent spec including a bow thruster, heating and upgraded 
Garmin HD radar. 

Some will feel the looks are a bit reserved and consistent offshore 
work may require more power than the single 270hp we had on test 
but putting these matters to one side, you are left with a boat that 
feels extremely special and can be used all year round 

The 32 is such a delightfully easy boat to enjoy. It’s simple to 
handle, safe to crew, low maintenance and, if the weather turns 
against you, you know you can just shut 
those doors, throttle back the engine 
and let the cultured hull iron out a 
smooth, safe and secure path back to 
your home port. 

As Lowestoft came into sight the sun 
was beginning to set on a perfect day 
trip, the like of which this boat is made 
for. We had been charmed; charmed by 
the weather, charmed by the cruising 
area, charmed by the seafood but most 
of all charmed by the absolute gem that 
is the Haines 32 Offshore.  
Contact Norfolk Yacht Agency. 
Tel: +44 (0)1603 713434 
Web: www.hainesmarine.co.uk 
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